
Annual general 
meeting
This year the board has had 
a problem with how to hold 
an AGM while conforming to 
prevailing coronavirus restrictions. 
The board considered arranging 
the AGM using the Zoom video-
conferencing facility, but felt this 
could unfairly disenfranchise 
residents who don’t possess the 
necessary computer equipment. 
Only about half of estate residents 
have given their email addresses to 
Hobdens.

After much discussion,  the board 
resolved to conduct the essential 
AGM business by post and email, 
obviating the need for a physical 
meeting. Packs of documents, 
including the chairman’s report, 
financial and other reports, budget 
proposals and voting forms, were 
distributed to residents. Voting 

forms were to be completed and 
returned to Hobdens by 9 October.

The directors held a formal AGM 
by Zoom on 14 October to review 
the response and confirm the 
outcome of the voting. Eighty-four 
voting forms were received and  
all the resolutions were carried. 
These were:

1. Approval of minutes of 2019 
AGM
2. Adoption of 2019 accounts
3. Re-appointment of accountants
4. Approval of budget
5. Election of Julia Robinson
6. Election of Brian Wood
7. Re-election of Ray Churcher
8. Re-election of Arthur St John 
Simpson
9. Re-election of Sue McMain

The minutes of this year’s AGM are 
being sent to residents and posted 
on the residents’ area of the WRA 
website. This area is password 
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protected. If you don’t know the password, please 
refer to Hobdens. We can’t disclose the password in 
this newsletter for security reasons.

The board appreciates that some residents may be 
disappointed at the lack of an opportunity for face-
to-face discussion at the AGM this year. However, a 
meeting for residents will be organised as soon as 
conditions permit in order to discuss any matters 
of concern with the directors. The board hopes to 
hold similar meetings periodically in the future.

Wildflower garden

A profusion of oxeye daisies, interspersed with 
clusters of poppies and other wildflowers, created a 
colourful scene in June on the wildflower area at the 
western end of the greensward, delighting passers-
by. Pictures of the scene have been posted on the 
Residents’ images section of the WRA website. We 
thank the residents who kindly work to keep the 
wildflower area free from litter.

Gate volunteers
More volunteers are needed to join the team who 
close and open the estate gates at weekends. In 
a referendum two years ago, 145 people voted to 
reinstate weekend gate closures, which had been 
suspended after a previous referendum. Volunteers 
are asked to open the gates at either Angmering 
Lane or The Ridings at 8am and close them at 6pm 
roughly once every six weeks. Please let Hobdens 
know if you’re willing to help. They will then arrange 
for one of the directors to contact you. The closure 
of the gates is only possible if we have enough 
volunteers to carry out these duties.
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E-scooters
The board has decided 

to ban e-scooters 
on estate roads. 
E-scooters have 
been seen ridden 
by teenagers and 
adults, sometimes 
at excessive speed, 
causing alarm to 

pedestrians. The 
board believes 

these vehicles 
are a potential 

danger both to their 
riders and to other road users. There 
have been press reports of collisions 
resulting in pedestrians requiring 
hospital treatment, and at least one death 
has occurred when an e-scooter rider fell 
into the path of a lorry.

Legally, e-scooters may only be ridden on 
private land with the prior permission 
of the landowner. This permission 
has not been granted in respect of the 
Willowhayne estate. If you encounter 
an e-scooter rider on the estate, you 
have the option of telling them of the 
ban. Little can be achieved by sending a 
report to Hobdens after the event. The 
current legal background may be viewed 
on the government’s website at www.gov.
uk. The legal position is evolving as trials 
are conducted in certain cities around 
the country, and the board is keeping the 
issue under review.



The Ridings gate area
We’ve received some queries from residents 
about The Ridings gate area. Following the recent 
roadworks there we were unable to seed the grass 
areas due to the dry weather and our inability to 
keep them watered. Seeding is now being carried 
out, and weeds are to be removed so that the areas 
affected by roadworks will be fully restored over the 
coming months.

A further concern has been raised, which the 
board was already looking into, regarding the 
overhanging hedge on Sea Lane, which obstructs 
the footpath. Resolution of this matter hasn’t been 
straightforward due to land ownership issues in that 
area, but we believe we now have a way forward, 
and the coming months should see improvements 
being made.

Flooding
An investigation into the causes of flooding in the 
area around the junction of The Ridings and The 
Roystons has revealed thzat each roadside gully is 
connected by a pipe to an individual soakaway. One 
such pipe is broken and needs to be repaired. The 
area has been cleaned of silt that had accumulated. 
After heavy rainfalls, the water is slow to drain away 
from the soakaways, so a large tanker has been 
used to pump water out of them. The board plans 
to repeat this procedure annually to ensure that the 
soakaways are not overwhelmed by rainfall. 

An inspection of the rest of The Roystons has shown 
that some access manholes in driveways and verges 
have been covered over. While this isn’t a problem 
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at the moment, residents should be aware of the 
locations of manholes in case problems arise in  
the future. 

Drain blockage

In October, a serious blockage occurred in the main 
drain under Angmering Lane and in a connecting 
drain under Michel Grove. Contractors working  
for Southern Water told us that some of the blockage 
had been caused by leaves, pine needles and  
other vegetation being washed down the road 
drains by heavy rain. Four tanker loads of debris 
were removed. 

It would help to reduce the likelihood of similar 
blockages occurring if residents would kindly make 
sure that garden waste, including leaves, is cleared 
away. The road drains throughout the estate are 
cleaned by a suction process each December, after 
most of the leaves have fallen from trees.

Electric gates
From time to time it’s been suggested that 
The Ridings gates should be replaced with 
electric gates. The board is open-minded 
about this idea but doesn’t have the 
resources to produce an in-depth cost and 
feasibility report, since the directors are 
fully occupied with their present duties. 
If any interested individual or group of 
residents would like to investigate the 
possibility and produce a detailed report, 
we’d be pleased to consider it.

Security patrols
On two recent occasions, the night-time 
security patrol has regrettably met with 
abusive language and aggressive behaviour 
from male pedestrians, believed to be 
residents. Alcohol seemed to play a part 
in these incidents. The security guards 
perform their duties for the benefit of 
all residents, and the board believes it is 
incumbent on all of us to treat the guards 
with respect and give them our fullest  
co-operation.



Safe verges
The director responsible for health and safety has 
been leading a campaign to encourage property 
owners to keep their verges clear of overgrown or 
overhanging shrubs and trees so that residents can 
exercise their right to walk on them and stay safe 
from passing traffic. The board thanks all those who 
are already doing this.

South Strand toilets
The public toilets at the eastern end of South Strand, 
facing the beach at Angmering-on-Sea, have been 
saved from closure by a local community group 
which has taken over and refurbished them. 

The WRA declined a request for a donation but if 
you wish to contribute to the cost of keeping these 
toilets open you can find more details by emailing 
southstrandcommunitytoilets@gmail.com.

Where there’s 
smoke...

During the 
summer, Hobdens 

received several reports of what seemed to 
be bonfire smoke wafting across the estate. 
Although on each occasion a director promptly  
went out to investigate, no smoke was observed. 
In one area, residents mentioned that they’d been 
having a barbecue in their back garden. While 
bonfires are not permitted anywhere on the estate, 
there’s no ban on barbecues. It’s believed that 
barbecues may have been the source of some or all 
of the smoke reported. 

Although it’s no longer barbecue weather, the board 
encourages barbecue users to remember to limit 
the amount of smoke emitted, since it’s harmful to 
residents with respiratory problems. 

Estate trees
The Willowhayne estate benefits from being liberally 
planted with a wide variety of trees, of which 62 
belong to the residents’ association. These are 
marked by a numbered metal tag and are regularly 
examined by the relevant director to check whether 
any maintenance work is needed. From time to 
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Pigeonhouse Lane
Early plans of the Willowhayne estate 
show that it originally encompassed 
a large, undeveloped area to the west 
of Pigeonhouse Lane. That area was 
sold, leaving only the eastern side of 
Pigeonhouse Lane within the estate. That 
situation continues to this day, creating 
immensely difficult, longstanding 
problems regarding the maintenance 
of the road, parts of which are now in 
urgent need of repair. A possible way 
forward might be to invite the property 
owners on the west side of the road to 
return to the Willowhayne estate. The 
board is currently considering whether 
to approach the west side residents to 
gauge their reaction to this idea.



time, branches break off or crack and have to be 
removed and, occasionally, the entire tree is found 
to be dead.

Many different species of tree are found throughout 
the estate, including some splendid examples of 
willows at the entrance to The Ridings and in The 
Roystons. A monumental Monterey cypress stands 
at the western end of Tamarisk Way. There is an 
extraordinary contorted Corsican pine near the 
southern end of Angmering Lane. Elsewhere, trees 
owned by the WRA include cherry, maple, hawthorn, 
mountain ash, silver birch and laburnum. 

The oval island in The Ridings is densely planted 
with nine trees which are becoming intertwined, 
and some are extending out over the road.  
Some judicious trimming might be advisable next 
year as they continue to grow. Overall, the estate 
trees continue to thrive, having withstood storms 
and strong winds so far during the course of 
this year. If you spot any tree that seems to need 
attention, please report it to Hobdens, indicating 
the tree’s location.

Brick making
The deeds to our properties contain an unusual 
covenant “not to make or burn any bricks or tiles”. 
Some light has been cast on this prohibition by 
an article in the October edition of the magazine  
All about East Preston & Kingston, which is 
distributed to homes in our area. During the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, the whole area was dotted 

with numerous brickworks and kilns making bricks, 
since the subsoil was suitable for this purpose. It 
seems likely that the original vendors of the land 
were keen to stop this smelly and smoky practice, 
which would hardly attract potential purchasers 
to the plots.

Noisy dogs
Despite being 
mentioned in 
one of last year’s 
n e w s l e t t e r s , 
the problem of 
barking dogs 
has arisen again. 
Dog owners: 
please consider 
your neighbours 
who have to 
put up with the 
noise when dogs 
are left outside 
to bark for long 

periods. Neighbours: if you’re troubled by such a 
disturbance, the first course of action should be to 
politely ask your neighbour to attend to the dog.

Sign of the times
A resident has witnessed two accidents involving 
the sign at the eastern end of the greensward. First, 
a lady walked straight into the sign, hurting her 
head. A short time later, a man who bent down to 
attach his dog’s lead stood up and hit his head on 
the sign. Two directors rushed to fix hazard warning 
strips to 
the posts 
of the sign, 
but these 
were soon 
torn down 
by vandals. 
The board 
is arranging 
for the sign 
to be moved 
next to the 
fence, where 
f u r t h e r 
collisions are 
thought to 
be unlikely.
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Locked out?
Several residents have 
recently found themselves 
waiting for assistance 
after accidentally locking 

themselves out of their 
homes. This is easily done 
and can be distressing, 
particularly in bad weather. 
To guard against this 
eventuality, residents may 
wish to fix a key box to an 

outside wall, allowing access 
to spare keys by means of a 

code number.



6

Printing and paper kindly donated by

As sponsors for the Willowhayne Estate newsletter, we are happy to offer ‘special rates’ for either selling or 
letting. Please call us on 01903 856400 or call in at our office to discuss further.

eastpreston@grahambutt.co.uk        l        www.grahambutt.co.uk

Useful contact 
details: 

Sussex Police:   
101 or 0845 6070999
These numbers are for  
non-emergency incidents where  
a crime has already happened and  
there’s no immediate risk of harm.

Estate security:  
01903 890261 or 01384 218909
This is for Avantguard Security. Any misuse of 
the security service will result in a recharge of 
the WRA expenses incurred. 

Hobdens Property Management:  
01903 724040 
41a Beach Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, 
BN17 5JA
Telephone: 01903 724040
Or send a message via the website at  
http://willowhayne.org

Board membership
The Willowhayne estate is managed by a board 
of directors who are all volunteers and who make 
decisions on behalf of residents on the running of 
the estate. The board has recently welcomed Guy 
Folland as a co-opted director of special projects, 
responsible for solving problems involving covenants, 
boundaries and ownership issues. An estate resident 
since June last year, Guy has many years of business 
experience and has helped to manage a similar 
prestigious estate in Spain. His personal aim is to 
preserve the exceptional qualities of the estate and 
enhance the feeling of community. 

The board now comprises Ray Churcher (chairman), 
Terry Burke (vice-chairman), Brian Daley, Guy Folland 
(co-opted), Sue McMain, Martin Mandelbaum, Julia 
Robinson, Arthur St John Simpson and Brian Wood. 
The specific responsibilities of each director are 
listed on the website. 

We still have a vacancy for another board member. 
The duties can be arranged to fit in with the 
applicant’s specific interests and experience. If you’re 
interested in contributing to the management of the 
estate, please contact Hobdens, who will put you 
in touch with one of the directors for an informal 
discussion about the job.

Three of our current directors are approaching the 
maximum service period of six years and will soon 
have to stand down. It’s imperative to have a full 
complement of directors on the board in order to 
control all the estate maintenance functions and 
retain the Willowhayne’s reputation as one of the 
south coast’s premier private estates. Please consider 
whether you could offer some of your time to 
participate in this worthwhile community activity.

We welcome items for inclusion in the newsletter, 
although articles may need to be edited due to 
relevance and space available. The board thanks 
all those who contribute to the production of the 
newsletter including the editor Caspar Williams, the 
team of volunteers who deliver the newsletter door 
to door, and Graham Butt Estate Agents, who kindly 
provide the paper and printing services.

The board wishes residents a very happy Christmas 
and a healthy new year. We hope you and your loved 
ones all stay safe during these difficult times.


