
Coronavirus 
lockdown
The coronavirus lockdown has 
significantly affected our estate. 
Among other things, the resurfac-
ing of Angmering Lane was sus-
pended as the contractors couldn’t 
continue while following the gov-
ernment’s guidelines and some 
senior staff were absent while 
self-isolating. The weekend gate 
closures were suspended because 
they were classed as non-essential 
activities and would have required 
the volunteers who close and open 
the gates to breach the guidelines.

On the plus side, board meetings 
and discussions have been held 
by the virtual meeting app Zoom; 
Hobdens’ staff continued to provide 
an efficient service while working 
from home; traffic on the estate 
roads was much reduced; and far 
less litter than usual was dropped 
on the roads and verges despite 
an increase in people walking and 
cycling through the estate for their 
daily exercise.

Annual general 
meeting
The Willowhayne Residents’ 
Association annual general 
meeting (AGM) 2020 will take 
place at 7pm on Wednesday  
14 October at East Preston Infant 
School, Lashmar Road, BN16 
1EZ.

It’s hoped that government 
restrictions on public gatherings 
will have been sufficiently eased 
by then to allow the AGM to 
proceed. Although the AGM is 
normally held in July, we are 
permitted under the terms of 
our Memorandum and Articles 
of Association to hold an AGM  
up to 15 months after the 
previous AGM.

Security
Five incidents have been reported 
on the estate this year relating to 
break-ins and burglaries in Myrtle 
Grove, Kithurst Close, Madehurst 
Close, Tamarisk Way and, most 
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recently, The Roystons. It’s understood that in two 
of these incidents the offender(s) got in through 
doors which were apparently left unlocked.

It cannot be over-emphasised how important it is 
for all of us to ensure that all doors, windows, gates, 
sheds, garages and vehicles are securely locked 
overnight or when we are away from home. This will 
obviously not prevent incidents involving forced 
entry but will hopefully deter opportunists looking 
for easy targets.

The board ask that, if you need to report such an 
incident to Hobdens or a member of the board, you 
provide as much information as possible including 
the precise address of the property involved and 
the date and time of day that the event took place.

Estate rates
Despite an appeal in the February newsletter for 
residents to pay their estate rates promptly, the 
payments expected from seven residents are still 
outstanding. Three reminder letters have been sent 
to these residents with no response at all to date and 
the next step, regrettably, will involve proceeding 
to Small Claims Court action. If you haven’t paid 
and are experiencing financial difficulties, please 
contact Hobdens at info@hobdensmanage.co.uk 
to agree a way forward.

Choosing to live on a private estate carries an 
obligation to contribute to the estate’s maintenance 
costs. Failure to pay the estate rate on time adds to 
administrative costs and causes difficulties for the 
provision of essential maintenance, such as the 
present programme of road repairs. The board is 
considering charging an administrative fee for late 
payment of estate rates with effect from 2021.

Roads update

Residents will have noticed that the resurfacing of 
Angmering Lane has been completed, following 
a delay due to the lockdown. The board now asks 
residents to ensure that both Tamarisk Way and 
Angmering Lane are kept in good condition for 
many years to come by:
l keeping shingle from driveways swept away from 
the road,
l ensuring that contractors cover the road surface 
to protect it before turning heavy vehicles outside 
properties or, preferably, use smaller vehicles, and
l keeping grass verges trimmed so that they don’t 
grow over the tarmac.
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Informal residents’ 
meeting

An informal meeting was held on 26 
February at the Conservative Hall for 
residents to meet the WRA board members 
and discuss any concerns. The first part of 
the meeting was devoted to the volunteer 
helpers who contribute to the running of 
the estate in many ways such as signing 
in the security guards, closing the gates at 
weekends and delivering the newsletter. 
The chairman thanked the volunteers for 
their valuable assistance.

The second part of the meeting provided 
an opportunity for residents to raise 
issues that they had identified. About 
thirty residents attended. Some were new 
residents who simply wished to meet the 
board members, while others drew the 
board’s attention to specific issues. These 
included requests to improve visibility at 
a junction, to help investigate the purpose 
of a concrete drainage cover, and to 
improve facilities for people with hearing 
problems at the AGM. All the issues raised 
were dealt with after the meeting. It 
was felt that the meeting served a useful 
purpose, and a similar event is being 
considered for next year.

The junction of 
Angmering Lane 

and Springfield 
Close



There is now a three-way stop at the junction of 
Angmering Lane and Michel Grove, where there 
was previously a roundabout. Please ensure that you 
observe the signs and stop at the junction to allow 
the first vehicle reaching the junction to proceed 
first. It is hoped that, with residents’ assistance, this 
will become a safer junction for all road users.

In addition, a number of improvements have 
been carried out at the top of The Ridings. A new 
pathway has been installed outside the gate, which 
will improve safety and make pedestrian crossing 
easier. The parking area at the junction with Michel 
Grove has been repaired and a new drain installed 
to stop the regular flooding. Across the estate, 
broken drainage covers have been repaired.

Building work
Lately there’s been an unprecedented 
boom in the amount of building work 
on the estate, leading to problems 
of noise, damage and parking 
which have sometimes 
caused distress and 
annoyance to 
residents. The board 
is well aware 
of these issues, 
and works very 
hard with the 
powers available 
to it to balance the 
wish to improve 
a resident’s 
home with the 
neighbours’ 
enjoyment of 
their homes.

The board members and in particular the 
planning committee are working hard to 
deal with the constant flow of new planning 
applications. In some cases, the scale and 
controversial nature of building proposals have 
presented exceptional challenges in formulating 
a resolution which is agreeable to all parties, 
conforms to the requirements of covenants on 
properties, and enhances the estate as a whole.

The board would ask that all those involved in 
building proposals and works, both the residents 
who wish to undertake the works and those who 
are affected by them, act reasonably, with respect 
for all parties and in a spirit of co-operation.

Speeding cyclists
Following a 
report of cyclists 
speeding through 
the estate, 
Hobdens wrote to 
two local cycling 
clubs asking them 
to ensure that their 
members did not 
use our roads. The 
clubs have replied 
to the effect that 
they don’t believe 
their members would race on our roads. Nevertheless, 
they have passed on our request to their members 
to avoid cycling on our roads.

Wildflower garden
The wildflower garden at the western  

end of the greensward is currently in 
need of some maintenance work 

to make it attractive for its next 
flowering season. The board  
is inviting volunteers to take 
on this task. If you’re interested, 

please get in touch with 
Hobdens so that arrangements 

can be made to discuss the work 
with you. 

If no-one comes forward to help 
with this project, the board 

will have to consider 
returning the area to grass.
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The junction of Angmering 
Lane and Michel Grove



Bonfires
 
Although bonfires aren’t permitted on the 
estate, Hobdens have received reports of bonfire 
smoke in several areas. This causes pain and 
distress to those residents who suffer from 
asthma and other respiratory ailments. The 
board appeals to everyone to be considerate 
towards neighbours and to refrain from lighting 
bonfires. Please dispose of garden waste in an 
appropriate manner without burning it. Arun 
District Council have issued a similar request to 
all their residents.

Recycling bins
The strong winds that occur periodically along 
the coast are capable of blowing open the lid of 
your recycling bin or blowing the bin over and 
scattering its contents down the street. Hobdens 
have received reports from residents who have 
kindly picked up the scattered items after a windy 
night preceding the recycling collection day. If the 
weather is exceptionally windy, please try to secure 
your bin or put it out early in the morning of the 
collection day.

Box blight

Box blight has reached the Willowhayne Estate. A 
box tree moth, identifiable by the brown margin 
to its wings, was spotted last year when the 
destruction of box plants was first reported. The 
moth lays its eggs on the underside of box leaves 

which its caterpillar then strips from the shrub. The 
caterpillar can be identified by its green and yellow 
striped body and large black head. 

There has been more box damage on the estate 
this year, with some residents having to dig up their 
box shrubs and replace them with alternatives. 
Various treatments are available to get rid of this 
caterpillar. 

Vacancies for board 
members
The board currently needs two more directors to 
help deal with the myriad issues that arise on the 
estate. The roles are flexible and can accommodate 
a variety of skills and interests. If you can spare 
some time to play a part in the administration of 
your estate, please contact Hobdens to arrange an 
informal discussion. There is a particular need for 
someone who is familiar with deeds and covenants 
and can do some investigative work to address 
certain issues around The Ridings gate area and 
Pigeonhouse Lane.

Email addresses
About half the residences on the estate have given 
their email addresses to Hobdens. This enables 
the board and Hobdens to contact residents in 
an efficient and speedy manner, and has proved 
especially useful during the coronavirus lockdown. 
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Verges
Good progress has been made in various 
parts of the estate in cutting back shrubs 
that had been obstructing verges. The 
board is grateful to property owners who 
have co-operated in this task.

Pedestrians have a right to walk on the 
verges – and in fact they need to do so in 
certain traffic conditions. Where shrubs 
on verges have grown so large as to 
impinge on the sightlines of drivers and/
or prevent pedestrians from being able to 
walk on them, particularly at junctions, 
the board politely requests owners to cut 
back trees and shrubs for safety reasons.



If you haven’t already done so, please consider 
giving Hobdens your email address (info@
hobdensmanage.co.uk).

Speed limit 
Our roads are 
shared by vehicles, 
cyclists, pedestrians, 
wheelchair users 
and people with push 
chairs. The speed limit 
of 20mph is designed to 
ensure the safety of all road users. 

Please take care to observe this speed limit and 
ensure that any contractors you are using are 
also aware of it. A detailed survey has clearly 
shown that around 70 per cent of the speeding 
on the estate is by residents. Please help to keep 
the estate as safe as possible for everyone.

Radios

The playing of radios or other sound devices out  
of doors is not permitted throughout the estate.  
This rule is designed to achieve a tranquil 
environment for all residents. When 
radios are heard, the culprits usually turn 
out to be building workers and other 
contractors, so if you’re employing any 
contractors at your property, please 
tell them about this rule.

Weed control
Spring showers and sunshine have 
combined to produce a great burgeoning 
of weeds on our roadsides. This has not 
escaped the board’s attention. Our 
contractors who deal with weed control 

will soon be working their way around the estate 
zapping the weeds. 

Tamarisk hedge

There has been some evidence that someone has 
been camping in the tamarisk hedge along the 
southern edge of the greensward at some time in 
the past. Items that the board member responsible 
for the hedge has had to remove and dispose of 
include drinks cans, toilet paper, a sun lounger and 
a rusty wheelchair. The tamarisk hedge will be given 
its usual annual trim during the week beginning 24 
August 2020. The board is grateful to residents on 
the south side of Tamarisk Way who contribute to 
the cost of this work.

The WRA website
Our website at http://willowhayne.org is updated 
regularly. Information includes stop press, general 
estate information, planning processes, security, 
rules and regulations, finance, past and current 

newsletters, and links to other 
websites. 

There is a section for residents’ 
use only. Please contact Hobdens 
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Thanks to helpers
The board would again like to thank the 
volunteers who contribute to the efficient 
running of the estate, for example by signing 
in the security guards, delivering the 
newsletter and opening and closing the 
gates at weekends. Special thanks are due  
to those who kindly pick up litter from the 
roads and verges. It would be appreciated  
if householders would check their frontages 
from time to time and remove any items  
of litter.
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Printing and paper kindly donated by

As sponsors for the Willowhayne Estate newsletter, we are happy to offer ‘special rates’ for either selling or 
letting. Please call us on 01903 856400 or call in at our office to discuss further.

eastpreston@grahambutt.co.uk        l        www.grahambutt.co.uk

Useful phone
numbers: 

Police non-emergency number:  
101 or 0845 6070999

Estate security:  
Avantguard 01903 890261 or 01384 218909
Residents are advised that the misuse of the 
security service will result in a recharge of the 
WRA expenses incurred

Contact us c/o Hobdens, 41a Beach Road, 
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5JA

Telephone: 01903 724040

Or send a message via the website at  
http://willowhayne.org

if you need the password. For security reasons we 
don’t publish this information in the newsletter. 

The board welcomes your feedback on the website, 
so do give us any additional information you think 
might be useful to both existing and potential 
residents.

During the years it has been established, the 
website has been altered and added to in several 
ways, with the result that it can now seem difficult 
to find particular topics easily. An appeal for a 
volunteer to take charge of the website was made 
in the September 2013 newsletter but no-one came 
forward for this task. The board acknowledges the 
desirability of refreshing the website and, despite 
current workloads, is planning to carry this out.

Newsletter
We welcome items for inclusion in the newsletter, 
although articles may need to be edited due to 
relevance and space available. 

We rely heavily on our team of volunteers to deliver 
the newsletter door to door. If you think you may 
have the time to join this team, we’d love to hear 
from you. 

WRA board of directors
The Willowhayne estate is managed by a board 
of directors who are all volunteers and who make 
decisions on behalf of residents on the running of 
the estate.

The current board includes Ray Churcher (chairman), 
Terry Burke (vice-chairman), Arthur St John Simpson, 
Sue McMain, Brian Daley, Martin Mandelbaum, Julia 
Robinson (co-opted) and Brian Wood (co-opted). 
The specific responsibilities of each of the directors 
are listed on the website.

As mentioned previously, we’re looking for two new 
volunteers to fill vacancies on the board. Contact us 
via Hobdens if you’d like to find out more.


